23           PALLI OR VANNIYAN
A curious death ceremony is said by Mr. Hemingway to be observed by the Arasu Pallis in the Trichinopoly district. On the day after the funeral, two pots of water are placed near the spot where the corpse was cremated. If a cow drinks of the water, they think it is the soul of the dead come to quench its thirst.
In some places, Palli women live in strict seclusion (Gosha). This is particularly the case in the old Palaigar families of Ariyalur, Udaiyarpalaiyam, Picha-varam, and Sivagiri.
The caste has a well-organised Sangham (association) called Chennai Vannikula Kshatriya Maha Sangham, which was established in iSSS by leaders of the caste. Besides creating a strong esprit de corps among members of the caste in various parts of the Madras Presidency, it has been instrumental in the opening of seven schools, of which three are in Madras, and the others at Conjeeveram, Madhurantakam, Tirukalikundram 2nd Kumalam. It has also established chuttrams (rest-houses) at five places of pilgrimage. Chengalvaraya Nayakar's Technical School, attached to Pachaiappa's College in Madras, was founded in 1865 by a member of the Palli caste, who bequeathed a large legacy for its maintenance. There is also an orphanage named after him in Madras, for Palli boys. Govindappa Nayakar's School, which forms the lower secondary branch of Pachaiappa's College, is another institution which owes its existence to the munificence of a member of the Palli caste. The latest venture of the Pallis is the publication of a newspaper called Agnikuladittan (the sun of the Agnikula), which was started in 1908.
Concerning  the Pallis,  Pallilu, or Palles,   who are settled in the Telugu country as fishermen, carpenters,